MAGNITUDE OF DRUG PROBLEM

Senator D'AMATO. Mr. Chairman, some of the media characterized
the exchanges that some of us had with Attorney General Meese, that I
indicated we were not winning the war on drugs, There were some who
indicated that I did not feel that we are winning, I would like to think
that we have undertaken an active engagement of the enemy; that we
have more clearly defined them; that we are in mortal combat; that
that has been absent heretofore.

But the reports are still serious; there is a cocaine glut; heroin con-
tinues; PCP, something which is manufactured here within this country,
angel dust, powers much of the violent crime, and particularly the
youth of America are endangered by this.

I just simply believe that we must continue to increase the resources
and to use our intelligence community and network if we are going to
win that battle. I have just one question, Mr. Chairman, and the others
I would ask if I could submit for the record.

Senator RUDMAN. They will be submitted for the record.

USE OF RESOURCES REQUESTED OF OMB

Senator D'AMATO. Mr. Lawn, I have a copy here of the DEA's orig-
inal budget request submitted to OMB. This request would have pro-
vided your agency with significantly more resources than does the cur-
rent bottom line request. Please tell this committee what you would
have done with these additional resources,

Mr. LAWN, Senator D'Amato, as you indicated in your initial state-
ment, when the submission was made, we had anticipated that of the
300 agents included in the submission, the greater majority would have
been allocated to the Organized Crime, Drug Enforcement Task Forces
around the country and to domestic enforcement operations. I think of
the 290 agents requested, 272 special agents would have been utilized in
those two critical functions.

Senator D'AMATO. Have those functions of the Organized Crime Task
Force been successful? Has this been money well spent, in your
opinion?

Mr. LAWN. I think the Organized Crime, Drug Enforcement Task
Forces have been most effective. I think they have exceeded the expec-
tations of most, including my own, after 2 years.

Senator D'AMATO. Is mat battle line stretched thin? Are your person-
nel operating, in some cases, around the clock, in some cases, as many
as 72 hours without time off?

Mr. LAWN. I think our agent personnel are working extremely hard;
I'm really proud of the work that they are doing, but I think that the
hours that are consumed in law enforcement are not something recent.
We have been doing that for a considerable period of time. I think that
comes with the territory.

NEED FOR ADDITIONAL AGENTS

Senator D'AMATO. Is there a need for additional agents in the field
with the Organized Crime Task Force?

Mr. LAWN. We are utilizing more agents in the Organized Crime,
Drug Enforcement Task Forces than we had been scheduled to use be-
cause of the effectiveness of that particular program. Certainly, there
are Judicial Districts in this country in which there is no DBA presence,
and there are U.S. Attorneys in those districts who are vying for a DBA
presence.

However, it is a question of priorities. We know there is a deficit. We

know that all of us must do what we can because of the deficit, and we

have prioritized the work that must be done against this epidemic of

.drugs, We believe that in the 1986 budget, we can certainly continue to
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